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West Suffolk Council Tree Management Policy 

Appendix 9: Right tree right place 
 
 
Alongside objectives to protect and enhance the tree and woodland resource 

across West Suffolk, recognition needs to be made of other key habitats, land 
uses and issues that effect the councils’ trees.  

 
Management and care for the councils’ trees should seek to enhance their 
significance in terms of value, access and other benefits but also to manage the 

undesirable impacts they can have (such as damage to property and risk to 
human safety). 

 
Towards this end, a ‘right place right tree’ approach should be followed which 
seeks to ensure new planting/colonisation are appropriately located and 

designed and that woodland expansion is not to the detriment of protecting and 
restoring existing priority native woodlands and other habitats. 

 
In some environments, trees can cause problems. Trees which have been 
planted or allowed to colonise in inappropriate habitats should be considered for 

removal. In many cases, woodlands and trees are encroaching and reducing the 
wildlife value of these habitats. An ecological assessment should be undertaken 

to identify the suitability or otherwise of a site for new planting. A landscape 
assessment may also be appropriate to ascertain any potential disruption to 
important views or vistas. New planting should be considered within the context 

of an overall landscape plan and as part of a functioning ecological landscape, 
and should not occur randomly. 

 
Once a site has been deemed appropriate for tree planting or colonisation, the 

type of tree should then be chosen to fit the environment. The following checklist 
highlights the principles and issues which need to be considered to achieve the 
right tree in the right place: 
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